A national study on surgical wound infections 1992.
A study on SWI was done in 33 hospitals in Thailand between March 16 and May 15, 1992 involving 15,319 surgical wounds. The average incidence rate of SWI as 2.7 per cent. It was highest in provincial hospitals. Patients aged under 10 years and 51-60 years had higher rates of SWI. It was most prevalent in the surgical department followed in rank by accident and orthopaedic departments respectively. Wound types were the most important denominator of SWI; the incidence of SWI in dirty, contaminated, clean-contaminated and clean wounds were 9.7, 5.1, 1.5 and 1.3 per cent respectively. Antimicrobial prophylaxis were used in 76.7 per cent of the wounds. Ampicillin, gentamicin and cloxacillin were the commonly used drugs. Prevention of SWI needs to be improved in provincial hospitals and in the use of prophylactic antimicrobials.